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This  photo  shows  the  smiling  faces  of 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Colby  along  with  designer, 


Gloria  Swiatek  holds  the  epoxy 
models  of  the  $5  gold  Jovine  creation. 
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AN  EDITORIAL  DECLARATION 

By:  A . S .  Newsletter  Editor,  Member  #4,  N.Y. 

I  want  to  express  my  gratitude  to  all  who  demonstrated  their 
confidence  in  me,  to  guide  "our  vehicle,"  The  Commemorative  Trail 
through  this  year's  journey.  "Wagon  Master  and  Wagon  Boss"  Ray  and  Jan 
Mercer  must  be  commended  for  their  past  efforts,  in  making  our  Society 
letter,  one  of  numismatics  most  talked  about  creations. 

My  primary  objective  is  to  continue  this  tradition  by  making  the 
Trail  educative,  informative,  unbiased  (as  humanly  possible),  free  of 
commercial  hype  and  fun  to  read.  Since  music  comes  from  many  tones,  I 
request  the  forwarding  of  articles  (typewritten,  if  possible)  by  all, 
(including  our  officers)  for  inclusion,  as  well  as  opinions  and  items 
of  information.  The  results  will  equate  to  an  exchange  of  ideas. 
Remember,  the  good  teacher  and  the  good  pupil  learn  from  each  other. 
That  is  what  the  S.U.S.C.C.  is  all  about. 


Numi smat ical ly , 

<&7j' 

Anthony  Swiatek 
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A  LETTER  FROM  OUR  OUTGOING  PRESIDENT 

By:  Helen  Carmody,  P.O.  Box  302,  Huntington  Beach,  Ca.  92648 

As  I  write  this,  my  last  "Presidential  Department"  for  1986-87,  I 
feel  a  sense  of  great  satisfaction  with  respect  to  what  the  Society 
has  accomplished  during  the  past  year.  On  July  1  ,  1987  ,  your  Vice 
President,  Dr.  Bob  Colby;  Secretary,  Jan  Mercer;  Newsletter  Editor, 
Ray  Mercer;  Treasurer,  Jim  Iacovo;  first  President,  Anthony  Swiatek, 
his  wife  Gloria;  and  I  were  invited  to  attend  the  formal  first-strike 
ceremonies  of  the  United  States  Constitution  Coins.  We  sincerely  hope 
this  honor  is  repeated  in  years  to  come.  At  a  time  when  most 
numismatic  organizations  are  suffering  a  decline  in  their  numbers,  our 
membership  has  reached  an  all-time  high.  Our  club  has  benefited 
greatly  by  the  paid  ads  placed  in  various  periodicals  by  both 
collectors  and  dealers  alike.  Many  individuals  have  worked  tirelessly 
to  solicit  new  members  on  a  one-to-one  basis  and  have  unselfishly 
shared  their  expertise  with  others.  Collectors,  as  well  as  dealers, 
have  come  forward  to  serve  as  guest  speakers  at  our  meetings,  sharing 
their  valuable  experiences  with  all  those  in  attendance.  Members' 
articles  featured  in  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL  were  all  deserving  of 
great  praise,  as  they  have  contributed  never-before-published 
information  so  necessary  to  our  continuing  education  and  understanding 
of  this  fascinating  series.  Each  of  us  must  never  forget  that  by 
example  we  are  our  own  best  advertisements  for  membership  in  the 
Society,  and  our  actions  will  do  more  to  attract  prospective  members 
than  any  other  form  of  publicity. 


As  a  result  of  our  meetings  and  our  newsletter,  we  have  received 
very  favorable  press  coverage,  since  we  have  never  waivered  from  our 
basic  objective:  to  promote  the  collection  and  appreciation  of 
commemorative  coins  and  to  share  our  knowledge  with  others.  We  have 
never  attempted  to  confuse  personalities  with  our  principles,  nor  have 
we  sought  to  publicize  individuals  for  commercial  means.  I  believe 
adhering  to  our  original  bylaws  has  served  to  elevate  the  Society  in 
everyone's  mind  —  as  one  organization  where  the  benefit  of  all  has 
been  paramount  to  advancing  the  interests  of  a  few.  I  hope  that  ideal 
continues  to  flourish  in  the  coming  years. 
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In  serving  the  Society  as  your  1986-87  President,  I  have  been 

fortunate  to  have  extremely  capable  officers  with  whom  to  work. 
All  of  them  have  freely  given  of  their  time  and  abilities  to  ensure 
the  development  of  our  club.  I  can  hope  only  that  our  incoming 
President  will  receive  the  same  cooperation  as  I  have  in  perpetuating 
the  aims  and  objectives  of  our  organization.  I'd  especially  like  to 
call  attention  to  the  contributions  of  several  of  our  officers:  Bob 
Colby ,  who  came  from  the  collector  ranks  to  become  a  true  working  Vice 
President;  many  others  could  take  lessons  from  what  he  has 
accomplished  and  his  dedication  to  his  office.  Ray  and  Jan  Mercer,  who 
have  utilized  their  vast  talents  and  energies  toward  making  our 
newsletter  a  first-class  publication,  of  which  we  may  all  be  proud;  I 
am  aware  of  how  much  time  and  work  have  to  be  expended  as  Secretary, 
and  Jan  has  admirably  taken  care  of  her  responsibilities;  thanking 
them  publicly  for  their  many  efforts  seems  insufficient  at  best.  Jim 
Iacovo ,  who  has  used  his  banking  expertise  to  assure  our  treasury  has 
been  gaining  interest  while  at  the  same  time  fastidously  maintaining 
our  funds.  I  am  limited  by  space  from  mentioning  more  of  our  officers' 
contributions,  but  my  thanks  to  Valerie  Olander,  Charlie  Boyd, 
Elizabeth  Messick,  Frank  DuVall,  and  Charles  Ricard,  as  well  as  many 
other  members  who  performed  significant  services  for  the  benefit  of 
our  club. 

I  believe  the  Society  can  continue  its  development  in  the  coming 
year;  its  success  will  be  determined  by  each  and  every  one  of  your 
efforts,  interest,  and  enthusiasm.  There  are  no  limits  other  than 
those  for  which  we  may  allow  ourselves  to  settle.  If  we  are  to 
persevere,  it  is  up  to  YOU  --  not  just  the  individuals  who  routinely 
recruit  new  members,  speak  at  meetings,  and  write  articles  for  THE 
COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL.  I  cannot  stress  too  strongly  how  delighted  I  am 
to  see  "fresh  faces"  among  our  more  active  participants.  If  I  may  ask 
for  one  wish  with  respect  to  the  Society,  it  would  be  to  have  each  one 
of  you  make  a  resolution  for  the  coming  club  year  to  do  one  act  for 
the  betterment  of  our  organization. 

Although  not  a  candidate  for  office  in  the  forthcoming  election, 
want  to  assure  you  that  I  will  continue  to  use  my  abilities  to 
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recruit  new  members  and  to  lend  whatever  assistance  I  can  to  the 
1987  88  officers  and  the  Society  as  a  whole.  It  has  been  a  pleasure 
serving  you  —  not  only  this  past  year  as  President  but  for  the 
preceding  two  years  as  Secretary.  Having  been  totally  involved  with  — 
and  committed  to  —  the  Society  from  it  inception,  I  want  to  thank  you 
for  allowing  me  to  feel  that  I  can  say  from  my  heart,  "I  am  proud  of 
what  we  have  achieved  together!" 

Editor's  note:  I  enjoyed  this  letter  immensely;  it  says  it  all!!! 


FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 
By:  Bob  Colby,  P.0.  Box  277,  Tappan,  N.Y.  10983 

I  wish  to  thank  everybody  who  voted  for  me  and  I'm  really  happy 
that  I  may  serve  you  for  the  coming  year. 

Our  society  continues  to  grow  and  is  becoming  very  strong.  It 
will  continue  to  grow  with  your  support.  I  do  ask  several  things  from 
you . 


This  coming  year,  with  the  support  of  the  other  Officers,  I  plan 
to  do  a  lot  of  advertising  for  the  Society.  Before  all  important 
Conventions  ...  namely:  FUN,  three  Long  Beach  Shows,  Mid-Winter  and 
A.N.A.  I  would  like  to  see  an  Ad  either  in  Coin  World,  Numismatic  News 
and  some  of  the  Coin  Magazines  "touting"  our  Society  and  asking  for 
new  Memberships. 

There  are  also  some  smaller  shows  and  if  we  can  arrange  a  Commem 
Meeting  we  will  also  advertise  before  these  shows.  Advertising  costs 
money.  If  you  can  possibly  send  in  a  few  dollars  for  this  purpose, 
please  mark  the  funds  specifically  for  this  purpose. 

I  also  would  like  to  see  some  small  Ads  placed  in  as  many 
Convention  Programs  as  possible  even  if  no  meeting  is  scheduled.  I'm 
working  on  this  with  Paul  Green,  who  you  all  know.  Our  Society  is  very 
fortunate  to  have  him  as  an  Officer. 


Page  No.  7 


Starting  in  1988  I'm  going  to  try  to  have  a  Social  Commem  Room 
that  will  be  open  in  the  evening  for  all  Members  and  Dealers  for 
general  "Bull  Sessions",  at  all  major  shows. 

If  we  all  talk  to  one  another;  tell  of  our  experiences  (good  and 
bad)  we  will  all  learn.  In  order  to  have  fun,  excitement,  and  enjoy 
ourselves,  as  well  as  seek  possible  future  rewards,  it  is  really 
necessary  for  all  of  us  to  become  closer. 

I  want  to  push  ahead  with  the  "Buddy  System"  this  coming  year 
because  I  feel,  as  well  as  others,  that  we  all  need  Buddy  Friends  and 
Professional  Buddy  Advisors  in  order  to  become  successful  in  the  World 
of  Numismatics.  There  is  so  much  to  learn. 

Speaking  of  learning,  I  hope  to  have  the  first  Commem  Seminar 
(full  day)  at  the  June  1988  Long  Beach  Show. 

Thirty  to  forty  Members  have  expressed  their  willingness  to 
attend.  Please  write  me  and  tell  me  if  you  still  want  these  Seminars. 
Our  firsst  Seminar  will  have  the  following  teachers:  Anthony  Swiatek, 
Ray  Mercer,  Helen  and  Don  Carmody.  Bill  Fivaz  will  also  be  there  if  he 
can  arrange  it.  Please  send  me  your  input.  We  are  now  making  up  the 
schedule.  What  do  you  want  to  hear?  The  Seminar  will  run  for  8  hours. 
With  your  help  and  enthusiasm  I  hope  to  have  perhaps  2  Seminars  a 
year . 

Please  remember  to  send  in  your  contributions.  They  are  always 
appreciated . 

Bob  Hall  is  working  very  hard  on  the  program  for  the  coming  year. 
Bob  is  an  asset  to  our  Society  and  an  asset  to  Numismatics.  We  are 
lucky  to  have  him  as  an  Officer.  Please  feel  free  to  write  to  any 
Officer  regarding  anything.  If  you  have  a  complaint,  it  will  be 
discussed  by  all  your  Officers.  I  would  like  to  hear  of  your  ideas. 
I'm  always  available  in  the  evenings  at  (914)  638-0959  to  talk  to  you. 

Do  you  want  a  Question  and  Answer  page  or  pages  in  the  Commem 
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Trail?  I  always  have  a  lot  of  questions  and  I'm  sure  you  do  also. 
Write  to  Anthony  Swiatek  who  I  know  will  do  an  exceptional  job  guiding 
us  along  the  Commemorative  Trail. 

Do  you  want  a  resume  of  what  is  happening  in  the  Commem  Market  as 
it  takes  place  on  the  Bourse  Floor?  I  know  how  expensive  it  is  to 
travel  to  Shows.  It  is  possible  to  read  about  what  is  happening  in 
the  World  of  Numismatics  in  Coin  World,  Numismatic  News,  Newsletters 
and  Coin  Magazines.  However,  are  you  really  getting  the  truth  or 
promotion?  Are  you  really  getting  the  facts  or  a  combination  of  white 
lies  that  are  self  serving?  If  you  wish  to  pursue  this,  write  to  me 
and  I'll  ask  some  of  the  top  Commem  people-Dealer s-Advi sor s  and  even 
Collector/Investors  that  attend  the  Shows  to  tell  you  four  times  a 
year  what  they  think. 

If  you  attend  any  Show,  see  your  Commem  Officers  at  their  tables. 
Be  it,  Helen  and  Don's,  Ray's,  Anthony's  or  Bob's. 

Please  visit  us;  tell  us  of  your  problems,  if  you  have  any,  ask 
us  questions;  we  will  offer  advise  on  husbands,  wives,  children, 
grandchildren,  boyfriends  and  girlfriends,  but  the  "grand-daddy"  of 
them  all...  We  will  always  make  time  to  talk  about  "Commems"  and  help 
you  to  enjoy  your  Numismatic  World. 

My  personal  thanks  to  the  officers  and  to  all  Commem  Members  (our 
several  years  together  have  made  me  a  better  person),  I  thank  you  all 
and  I  thank  every  Member  of  the  Society  who  voted  for  me.  I  will  work 
very  hard  to  make  this  coming  year  a  good  one  for  all  of  us.  (signed 
Dr .  Bob  Colby . ) 

MY  REACTIONS  AS  OUTGOING  PRESIDENT  TO  THE 
SOCIETY'S  ANNUAL  MEETING  IN  ATLANTA 
By:  Helen  Carmody 

ATLANTA  (Aug. 29,  1987)  It  hardly  seemed  possible  to  me  that  today 
represented  the  "official"  ending  of  four  years  of  work.  No,  I  had 
already  received  my  diploma  years  ago!  This  day  instead  marked  the 
culmination  of  all  my  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Society  For  U.S. 
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Commemorati ve  Coins  since  its  formation  in  1983.  Although  I  wasn't  an 
in  our  organization's  first  year,  my  husband,  Don  (R-8,  CA), 
and  I  utilized  every  available  moment  to  encourage  membership  in  our 
new  group  and  in  the  process  enrolled  literally  hundreds  of 
individuals.  Then  for  two  years  I  held  the  position  of  Secretary,  and 
working  in  that  capacity  allowed  me  to  become  even  more  familiar  with 
the  membership  --  getting  to  "know"  people  through  their 

correspondence  to  me  in  instances  where  they  were  never  able  to  attend 
meetings.  As  your  1986-1987  President,  I  felt  very  much  honored  to 
represent  the  entire  membership,  and  in  the  past  year  the  Society  has 
received  a  wealth  of  invaluable  publicity  from  the  numismatic  press 
and  other  areas.  The  epitome  for  me  was  when  the  officers  were  invited 
to  the  first-strike  ceremonies  of  the  Constitution  coins  on  July 
first,  and  I  was  chosen  to  strike  an  uncirculated  silver  dollar. 
Remembrances  of  that  day  and  being  surrounded  by  my  husband  and  close 
friends  will  always  be  one  of  my  most  cherished  memories. 

And  now  in  Atlanta,  I  "passed  the  baton"  to  our  newly  elected 
President,  Dr.  Bob  Colby  (R-94,  NY).  As  I  hurried  through  the 
corridors  of  the  Omny  Hotel  and  into  the  gigantic  maze  of  the  Georgia 
World  Congress  Center,  I  felt  excited  about  the  annual  meeting  that 
was  to  take  place,  and  that  exhilaration  tended  to  overcome  --  at 
least  temporarily  —  the  exhaustion  I  was  experiencing  from  the  rigors 
of  the  trip  from  California  and  the  demands  on  our  schedule  since  we 
arrived . 

Since  becoming  an  adult,  I've  never  deserved  an  award  from 
promptness,  but  today  was  SPECIAL  1  Don  and  I  had  risen  very  early  to 
insure  that  I  left  our  hotel  room  with  ample  time  to  spare.  Florence 
Schook  (R-950,  MI),  President  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association 
(and,  by  the  time  you  read  this,  now  a  member  of  its  Board  of 
Governors),  a  representative  of  the  United  States  Mint,  the  other 
Society  officers,  and  I  were  scheduled  to  meet  the  Director  of  the 
United  States  Mint,  Donna  Pope,  at  8:45  a.m.  at  the  third-floor 
entrance  of  the  Center  to  escort  her  to  our  meeting.  Imagine  my 
chagrin  when  I  arrived  and  found  no  one  else  there.  At  first  I  thought 
the  meeting  place  had  been  changed,  and  somehow  I  wasn't  notified,  so 
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I  went  to  another  entry  and  again  found  no  one!  By  the  time  I  returned 
to  the  first  location,  I  was  relieved  to  see  Anthony  Swiatek  (R-4,  NY) 
waiting  outside  the  door.  I  beckoned  him  to  come  in,  as  waiting  in  the 
heat  and  humidity  of  Atlanta's  summer  wasn't  my  idea  of  the  most  ideal 
way  to  begin  a  day.  In  the  next  ten  minutes  everyone  else  arrived,  and 
there  we  waited  until  Donna  Pope  and  Michael  J.  Brown,  Mrs.  Pope's 
Assistant  and  Press  Secretary,  appeared.  They  had  travelled  all  night 
from  California,  encountered  delays  during  the  trip,  and  had  had  no 
sleep  at  all  —  checking  into  their  hotel  and  immediately  coming  to 
the  Center.  After  a  brief  exchange  of  greeting  and  posing  for  a  few 
pictures,  we  proceeded  to  Room  261,  the  site  of  our  annual  meeting. 

It's  always  a  tremendous  responsibility,  when  you're  fortunate 
enough  to  have  someone  of  Mrs.  Pope's  renown,  to  have  "everything  go 
just  right."  It's  very  easy,  unfortunately,  to  lapse  into  mind  games 
with  yourself  just  before  you  enter  the  gathering.  Since  I  had  been 
notified  only  on  August  thirteenth  of  Mrs.  Pope's  availability  to 
address  our  group,  I  had  had  relatively  little  time  to  "spread  the 
word"  of  her  appearance.  Gnawing  questions  crept  into  my  mind:  "What 
if  the  persons  I  contacted  at  the  various  numismatic  periodicals 
forgot  to  assign  a  reporter  to  cover  the  event?"  "What  effect  will 
the  bourse  opening's  coinciding  with  the  beginning  of  our  meeting 
have?"  "How  many  dealers  may  be  unable  to  get  away  from  their  tables 
or  feel  that  taking  away  important  time  on  a  retail  day  would 
seriously  hurt  their  profits?"  "How  many  members  of  the  collecting 
public  didn't  hear  about  our  honored  guest  and,  if  they  did,  were  they 
as  confused  as  I  initially  was  in  getting  my  bearings  in  this  gigantic 
building?"  "How  much  of  an  impact  would  conflicting  meetings  have  on 
our  attendance  -  the  District  Representatives,  the  YN ' s ,  and  the 
installation  of  new  ANA  officers,  to  name  just  a  few?" 

Well,  as  Don  always  tells  me:  "Don't  borrow  trouble!"  As  I 
looked  into  the  room,  I  could  see  an  audience  of  at  least  150  people 
sitting  there.  (During  the  course  of  the  meeting,  another  50+  people 
joined  the  group,  making  this  meeting  the  most  successful  in  the 
Society's  history  and  perhaps  in  the  history  of  ANA  Conventions  as 
well!)  Relief  replaced  anxiety,  and  we  all  settled  ourselves  at  the 
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head  tables,  which  were  separated  by  a  lectern.  I  rose  to  introduce 
Florence  Schook,  representing  the  ANA,  whose  pleasure  it  was  to 
present  Donna  Pope.  I  couldn't  resist  a  comment  that  a  person,  newly 
arriving  at  the  meeting,  might  construe  our  group  to  be  representative 
of  the  feminist  movement,  as  another  notable  figure  from  Washington, 
Diana  Wolf  of  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts,  was  also  to  speak  at  the 
meeting.  Prominent  in  the  audience  were  former  Director  of  the  Mint, 
Mary  Brooks;  Designer  of  the  $5  Constitution  Gold  Coin,  Marcel  Jovine, 
and  his  wife;  and  numerous  reporters  and  photographers  ready  to  record 
the  happenings.  Much  to  my  sati sf action ,  the  meeting  proceeded  very 
smoothly.  Mrs.  Pope  spoke  not  for  the  "ten  or  so  promised  minutes"  but 
rather  held  everyone's  attention  for  over  an  hour.  She  expressed  her 
appreciation  for  being  asked  to  address  the  Society  and  spoke  about 
the  Mint's  programs.  She  alluded  to  her  association  with  the  Mint's 
coinciding  with  the  Society's  formation  and  both  of  our  work  in 
informing  the  public  about  the  fascinating  area  of  commemorative 
coinage.  Diane  Wolf  then  took  the  podium,  providing  her  insights  to 
the  efforts  necessary  on  the  part  of  collectors  to  effect  design 
changes,  her  attendance  at  the  first-strike  ceremonies,  and  her 
pleasure  with  also  striking  a  coin.  A  quest ion-and-answer  session 
followed  with  both  women  offering  their  knowledge  and  expertise  to 
those  in  attendance.  At  the  end  of  the  session,  Mrs.  Pope  thoroughly 
surprised  me  by  announcing  that  she  was  departing  from  standard  Mint 
procedures  and  had  brought  with  her  the  coin  I  struck  at  the 
Philadelphia  ceremonies.  She  then  personally  presented  it  to  me.  I 
have  to  admit  her  very  thoughtful  and  considerate  gesture  "made  my 
day"  — and  perhaps  my  entire  year  as  well! 

After  our  invited  guests  departed,  our  regular  Society  business 
followed.  First  on  the  agenda  was  the  announcement  of  our  newly 
elected  1987-88  offices:  President-Dr.  Bob  Colby;  Vice  President 
-Charles  Ricard;  Secretary-Ci ndy  Mohon;  Treasurer- Jim  Iacovo; 
Newsletter  Edi tor-Anthony  Swiatek;  Program  Chairperson-  Bob  Ball; 
Publicity  Cha i rper son-Paul  M.  Green;  and  YN  Representative-  David 
Massey.  I  then  presented  Education  Award  Certificates  to  Jim  Iacovo, 
Ray  Mercer,  Bill  Fivaz,  John  Flitter,  Tim  Coffey,  and  Mike  Fuljenz. 
Two  additional  certificates  will  be  presented  to  Tom  Best  and  Ed 
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Mulhausen  at  our  Long  Beach  Expo  meeting  on  September  twenty-sixth,  as 
both  gentlemen  were  not  present  at  the  Convention.  All  of  these 
members  had  spoken  at  various  club  meetings  during  the  past  year.  Then 
Treasurer,  Jim  Iacovo,  came  to  the  podium  to  present  three  plaques: 
Happily  and  proudly,  I  received  one  of  them  in  recognition  of  my  three 
years  as  Secretary  and  President,  my  husband  Don,  received  one  for 
outstanding  recruitment  efforts;  and  Mike  Garofalo  (LM-23,  NH ) 
received  his  for  his  feature  article,  "A  Vermont  Diary"  from  the  Fall, 
1986  ,  issue  of  TCT .  Jim  informed  the  audience  that  several  other 
plaques  still  remained  to  be  presented:  Both  outgoing  Newsletter 
Editor,  Ray  Mercer  (R-20,  CT)  ,  and  his  wife,  Jan  Mercer  (R-538  ,  CT)  , 
1986-87  Secretary  and  Graphics  Consultant,  would  receive  plaques  in 
recognition  of  their  services  to  the  Society  upon  returning  to 
Connecticut.  (Please  Note:  The  plaques  were  heavy,  and  Jim  had  to 
conserve  his  energy  to  protect  our  treasury,  so  he  elected  to  carry 
only  three  of  them  to  the  meeting!)  Recognition  will  also  be  accorded 
Steven  L.  Szenay  (R-807,  MI)  for  his  photographic  contributions  to  TCT 
and  to  Mike  Carter  (R-100,  CA)  for  his  feature  article,  "Jacques 
Schnier  and  His  Bay  Bridge"  from  the  Winter-Spring,  1987,  issue. 

Collector  Tim  Coffey  (R-1026,  MO)  then  spoke  with  respect  to 
costly  mistakes  he  made  in  purchasing  coins  for  his  collection  and 
what  he  has  learned  since  joining  the  Society.  His  talk  was 
accompanied  by  beautiful,  color  slides,  and  Tim  even  thoughtfully 
furnished  all  the  audio/visual  facilities.  Not  only  did  he  give  an 
informative,  entertaining  program,  but  his  generosity  saved  the 
Society  expensive  equipment  rental  fees! 

Our  new  President,  Dr.  Bob  Colby,  had  marked  several  other  items 
on  the  agenda  but  because  of  time  difficulties  opted  to  close  the 
meeting.  He  had  planned  to  enumerate  some  of  his  plans  for  the  coming 
club  year  and  to  announce  some  of  the  future  scheduled  meetings.  This 
information  will  be  supplied  to  members  not  only  in  TCT  but  at 
meetings  as  well. 

As  the  room  cleared,  a  sense  of  great  satisfaction  overwhelmed 
me.  Everything  for  which  we  had  worked  the  past  four  years  had  become 
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a  reality.  All  of  our  efforts  were  obviously  well  spent,  as  the 
favorable  reactions  of  those  in  attendance  were  repeatedly  expressed. 
During  my  life  I've  had  personal  goals  that  I  was  very  fortunate  to 
achieve,  but  in  contributing  to  the  Society,  I  always  felt  my  work 
would  benefit  others  as  well.  Suddenly  some  of  the  difficulties, 
overwork,  stress,  and  pressure  were  behind  me,  and  the  fulfillment 
experience  by  a  job  well  done  was  realized.  My  work  had  been  extremely 
gratifying,  and  most  importantly,  I  had  been  placed  in  the  fortunate 
position  of  getting  to  know  hundreds  of  other  individuals  who  were 
united  by  the  bond  of  fellowship  in  our  numismatic  fraternity.  These 
feelings  continued  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  day,  and  it  wasn't 
until  Don  and  I  had  shown  the  last  piece  of  memorabilia  from  the 
striking  ceremonies  to  a  collector,  gave  the  last  copy  of  the 
September  issue  of  COINage  with  its  accompanying  article  on  the 
Society  to  another  member,  and  closed  our  bourse  table  that  I  realized 
how  much  nervous  energy  and  excitement  had  enabled  me  to  get  through 
the  day.  We  both  had  stretched  ourselves  to  the  limit  and  opted  for  a 
quick  sandwich  for  dinner  so  we  could  begin  packing  for  the  trip  home, 
over  coffee,  we  both  smiled  at  one  another,  and  I  said,  "Well,  we  gave 
it  our  all,  and  now  it's  in  the  hands  of  this  year's  capable 
officers."  Don  replied,  "Not  really.  We've  actually  come  full  circle. 
As  in  August  of  1983  at  San  Diego,  September  of  1987  at  Long  Beach 
will  find  us  recruiting  new  members  and  promoting  the  Society  --  only 
as  members  instead  of  officers!" 


ELECTION  OF  1987-88  SOCIETY  OFFICERS  (452  Ballots  Cast) 


President : 
Bob  Colby 
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Write-ins : 


Helen  L.  Carmody  - 
Ralph  C.  Langham  - 
David  Massey  - 


4 


1 


1 


Ray  Mercer  - 


1 


Stephen  L.  Sanders 
Anthony  Swiatek  - 


2 


2 


11 
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Abstain 


19 


452 


Vice  President : 

Eric  Carlson  - 
Timothy  Coffey  - 
Charles  Richard  - 
Abstain  - 

Secretary : 

Cindy  Mohon  - 
Abstain  - 

Treasurer : 

Roger  Cazin  - 
Jim  Iacovo  - 
Abstain  - 

Newsletter  Editor : 

Jack  Ehrmantraut  - 
Mike  Garofalo  - 
Gloria  Peters  - 
Anthony  Swiatek  - 
Abstain 

Program  Chairperson : 

Robert  Ball  - 

Write-ins : 

Donald  L.  Carmody  -  1 

Helen  L.  Carmody  -  1 

Thomas  K.  Dorsa  -  1 

Abstain  - 


51 
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76 
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38 

58 

235 
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3 
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Publicity  Chairperson: 

Paul  Green  -  427 
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Wr i te- ins : 


Helen  L.  Carmody  -  1 

William  F.  Fivaz  -  1 

Chip  Gambino  -  1 

Abstain 

YN  Representative: 

David  Massey  - 

Write-ins : 

Ralph  C.  Langham  -  1 

Matthew  Niemeyer  -  2 

Abstain 


3 

22  452 


417 


3 

32  452 


MARKETING  THE  STONE  MOUNTAIN  COMMEMORATIVE ,  NORTH  AND  SOUTH 
By:  Charles  Barasch,  Route  1,  Plainfield,  VT  05667 


United  States  commemorative  coins,  from  the  Columbian  half  dollar 
to  the  recent  Statue  of  Liberty  issues,  have  been  replete  with 
controversy  and  even  scandal.  Tales  of  distributors'  greed  and 
government  incompetence  abound.  One  of  the  most  fascinating  stories  is 
that  of  the  1925  Stone  Mountain  50c.  While  it  is  a  fairly  innocent 
tale  in  terms  of  greed  and  incompetence,  it  is  interesting  primarily 
because  of  two  factors:  the  huge  size  of  the  issue  ($5,000,000 
authorized)  and  its  "unpatriotic"  theme  honoring  the  defeated  South. 
These  two  factors  made  an  aggressive  sales  campaign  necessary. 


Much  has  already  been  written  about  the  background  and  marketing 
of  the  Stone  Mountain,  especially  by  commemorative  expert  Anthony 
Swiatek  and  Walter  Breen  in  their  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Silver 
&  Gold  Commemorative  Coins  and  by  William  D.  Hyder  and  R.W.  Colbert  in 
their  article  "The  Selling  of  the  Stone  Mountain  Half  Dollar"  in  the 
March,  1985,  Numismatist .  However,  readings  from  contemporary  issues 
of  The  Numismatist  provide  new  details. 
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Much  of  the  marketing  thrust  was  aimed  at  blunting  criticism  of 
the  coin's  theme.  The  Stone  Mountain  Confederate  Monumental 
Association,  which  sold  the  coins,  took  great  pains  to  portray  the 
coin  as  a  national,  rather  than  regional,  issue. 

Even  before  the  coin  was  issued  (and  while  some  members  of 
Congress  were  considering  repeal  of  its  authorization)  Hollins  H. 
Randolph,  president  of  the  Association,  announced  that  advance  orders 
for  the  coin  were  coming  in  from  all  over  the  country.  He  said,  "One 
of  the  very  first  orders  was  from  a  gallant  veteran  of  the  Union  Army 
residing  in  Wisconsin."^ 

The  Atlanta  Journal  aided  in  promoting  the  coin  to  Yankees. 
Several  thousand  coins  were  sent  to  prominent  people,  North  and  South, 
as  well  as  to  newspapers,  along  with  the  note: 

Unparallel  in  the  annals  of  nations  was  the  minting  of 

this  coin,  under  an  act  passed  unanimously  by  the  Congress 

of  the  United  States  and  freely  signed  by  the  President,  as 

a  tribute  "to  the  valor  of  the  soldier  of  the  South."  May 

this  gracious  token  of  a  single-hearted  America  strengthen 

anew  the  personal  friendships  as  well  as  the  public  good 

will  that  binds  the  land  of  Lincoln  to  the  land  of  Lee.  And 

may  you  who  receive  this  happy  pledge  of  a  united  country 

.  .  2 

think  often  of  your  well-wishers  in  Dixie. 

The  Cincinnati  Times,  upon  receipt  of  one  of  the  coins, 
editorialized : 

...  This  spirited  and  beautiful  numismatic  item  is  the 

contribution  of  the  national  Government  to  the  Stone 

Mountain  Confederate  memorial.  The  unanimity  of  Congress,  we 

are  sure,  reflects  a  like  sentiment  at  home.  Northerners, 

the  children  and  grandchildren  of  Union  soldiers,  and 

surviving  Union  veterans  themselves,  will  study  the  two 

heroic  figures  pictured  upon  the  coin  with  pride  at  the 

thought  that  these  were  brother-Amer icans .  The  Civil  War  -- 
how  long  ago  it  seems!  ^ 
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These  themes  were  echoed  as  far  away  as  Paris,  France,  where  the 
Paris  Times  noted  how  the  coins  signified  a  united  America: 

The  Stone  Mountain  Memorial  half  dollars,  minted  by  the 
United  States  Government  and  recently  issued,  are  without 
doubt  one  of  the  handsomest  and  most  remarkable  coins  ever 
issued  in  America.  And  if  ameliorating  influence  were  still 
needed  between  the  sections  of  the  United  States  which  were 
once  at  war,  these  half  dollars  would  go  a  long  way  to  wipe 
out  any  scattered  remnants  of  feeling  that  may  have 
persisted  over  the  more  than  threescore  years  since  the 
conflict,  which  sent  brother  against  brother.  They  are  being 
sent  far  an  wide  throughout  the  country,  carrying  a  tribute 
to  the  soldiers  of  the  South  such  as  no  one  perhaps  ever 
thought  to  see  on  a  Federal  coin.... 

The  acknowledgements  which  Major  Cohen  ( Atlanta 

Journal  editor)  has  received  from  all  parts  of  the  country 

constitute  a  remarkable  reflection  of  the  sentiment  which 

4 

the  coins  have  inspired  everywhere. 

The  Baltimore  Post  was  effusive  in  its  praise  of  the  coins.  It 
wrote  about  the  Stone  Mountain  commemorative: 

What  strikes  us  as  the  strangest  coin  the  world  has 
ever  seen  now  lies  gleaming  on  our  desk  before  us:  A 
half-dollar  minted  at  Washington. 

Its  reverse  holds  the  American  eagle,  the  word 
"Liberty"  and  a  remarkable  dedication:  "To  the  Valor  of  the 
Soldiers  of  the  South." 

The  obverse  bears  the  legends  "In  God  We  Trust"  and 
"Stone  Mountain,  1925,"  plus  the  portraits  of  two  soldiers 
on  horseback  --  "Stonewall"  Jackson  and  Robert  E.  Lee! 

Every  American,  Yank  and  Rebel  alike,  should  be  proud 
to  be  a  citizen  of  a  country  that  could  produce  a  coin  like 
that.  Every  boy  and  girl  in  the  land  should  own  one,  for  it 
tells  why  America  is  great. 


Page  No.  18 


Just  think!  Sixty-odd  years  ago  the  guns  of  civil  war 
were  rocking  the  nation  as  Lee  and  Jackson  led  their 
Southern  hosts  to  battle  against  the  Northern  legions  of 
McClellan ,  Pope,  Burnside,  Hooker,  Meade,  and  Grant.  Yet 
today,  in  what  was  then  the  Northern  capital,  they  are 
striking  coins  "to  the  valor  of  soldiers  of  the  South!" 

Why?  Because  America  is  America.  Anywhere  else  under 
the  sun  victory  would  have  meant  spoils  for  the  victors  and 
firing  squads  for  the  vanquished.  We  do  it  differently. 
Northerners  are  among  the  very  first  to  admit  Lee  was  one  of 
the  greatest  of  Americans.... 

...  A  foe  without  hate,  as  Benjamin  Hill  of  Georgia 
described  him,  Lee's  was  the  spirit  that  makes  us  a  great 
people.  Ready  to  fight  in  defense  of  what  we  believe  to  be 
right,  we  stand  equally  ready  to  accept  what  appears  to  be 
for  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number,  without 
bitterness  and  without  grudge. 

A  great  gentleman,  a  great  soldier,  a  great  citizen,  a 
great  American  was  Lee  and  the  new  coin  honors  us  who  honor 
him . 

New  York  Mayor-elect  Jimmy  Walker  helped  out  by  auctioning  a 
Stone  Mountain  commemorative  in  Coral  Gables,  Florida  (it  brought 
$500),  and  by  being  an  honorary  member,  along  with  Governor  Al  Smith, 
of  a  New  York  committee  to  aid  in  distribution  of  the  coins.  Bernard 
Baruch  was  honorary  chairman  of  this  committee,  which  set  itself  the 
task  of  selling  250,000  Stone  Mountains. 

Hyder  and  Colbert  report  that  Baruch  purchased  1,000  of  the 
coins.  (These  were  later  distributed  in  the  1950's  by  the  United 
Daughters  of  the  Confederacy  through  the  Citizens  &  Southern  National 

7 

Bank  of  Atlanta.)  Interestingly,  The  Numismatist  reported  that  a  New 


York  financiei 

purchased  10,000  of 

the 

coins.  Hollins 

Randolph 

announced : 

"This 

well-known  financier 

was 

prompted 

by  three 

reasons  in 

making  this  purchase. 

In 

the  first 

place , 

he 
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characterized  the  coin  as  the  handsomest  even  minted  in  this 
country.  In  the  second  place,  he  said  he  believed  it  a 
patriotic  dury  of  every  loyal  American  to  help  in  the  work 
of  establishing  what  is  to  be  the  greatest  sculpture  work  in 
the  world.  Lastly,  he  discovered  that  in  buying  the  50-cent 
pieces  he  could  claim  tax  exemption  for  all  he  paid  above 
the  currency  value,  and  total  exemption  if  he  gave  away  the 
coins . ® 

Although  the  name  of  the  financier  was  not  revealed,  given 
Baruch's  role  in  the  sale  of  the  coins,  it  is  possible  that  he  was  the 
one  who  purchased  these  10,000  coins. 


Some  more  comments  from  Northerners  about  the  Stone  Mountain 
commemorative  are  noteworthy.  Former  ANA  president  Farran  Zerbe  of 
Pennsylvania  wrote: 

That  "reconstruction  days"  are  long  passed  is 
epitomized  in  the  Stone  Mountain  half  dollars,  which  are 
advertised  as  "Confederate  Memorial  Coins."...  This  Coinage 
is  particularly  notable,  if  not  unique,  in  coinage  history 
in  that  it  memorializes  by  the  Government  of  a  reharmonized 
nation  the  valor  of  those  which,  some  sixty  years  before, 
was  given  to  the  utmost  in  the  effort  to  permanently  divide 
that  nation,  and  also  that  the  purpose  of  the  profits  from 
the  sale  of  the  coin  throughout  the  nation  at  a  premium  is 
to  memorialize  it  in  the  most  manifest  and  enduring  form. 

This  coinage,  which  some  have  classed  as  a  "premium  on 
secession,"  tells  the  world  that  the  nation  does  not  know 
that  there  are  yet  a  few  to  be  "reconstructed."  A  circular 
advertising  the  coins  states:  "They  are  the  final  seal  of 
reconciliation  that  the  North  and  South,  the  East  and  the 
West  go  forward  henceforth,  unitedly  as  one  people,  serving 

•  Q 

the  same  high  ideals,  the  same  great  destiny."... 


time 


And  Mortiz  Wormser,  a  New  Yorker 
of  the  coin's  issuance,  wrote: 


who  was  ANA  president  at 


the 
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...  I  must  say  that  the  coin  is  very  attractive, 
although  I  am  quite  sure  that  some  of  our  fault-finding 
critics  will  be  able  to  pull  the  design  to  pieces.... 

...  From  the  general  point  of  view  of  numismatics,  I  am 
very  much  in  favor  of  the  issue  of  commemorative  coins  by 
our  Government  in  connection  with  important  historical 
events,  as  such  issues  are  bound  to  increase  a  popular 
interest  in  numismatics.  However,  the  quantity  should  be 
considerbaly  restricted,  and  I  consider  it  particularly 
unfortunate  that  the  present  issue  has  been  authorized  to 
the  extent  of  5,000,000  .  As  an  investment,  the  coin  will 
undoubtedly  prove  a  dismal  failure;  but  patriotism  and 
admiration  for  the  gallantry  of  the  lost  cause  will  have  to 
compensate  us  for  the  bad  investment . 10 

Of  course,  it  was  in  the  South  that  the  most  aggressive  promotion 
took  place.  Much  has  been  written  of  the  counterstamped  coins  that 
were  sent  to  state  committes  and  distributed  to  municipalities 
throughout  the  South.  Many  cities  were  given  one  of  their  "special 
coins"  to  auction  to  the  highest  bidder.  The  name  of  the  purchaser  of 
this  coin  was  sent  to  national  headquarters.  One  such  coin  brought  an 
astounding  $1300  in  Bradenton,  Florida. H 

The  account  of  Titusville,  Florida,  is  interesting  and  is  most 
likely  typical  of  cities  throughout  the  South.  The  town's  Mayor,  W.F. 
Allen,  was  chairman  of  the  "Harvest  Campaign"  to  sell  the  town's  quota 
of  coins,  which  included  one  counterstamped  No.  67.  Mayor  Allen 
appealed  to  his  constituents: 

We  also  have  a  coin,  No.  67,  to  sell  at  auction  to  the 

highest  bidder.  There  is  but  one  coin  like  this  in 

existence.  The  buyer's  name  will  be  sent  in  to  headquarters 

and  much  favorable  advertising  will  be  derived  from  the  sale 

of  the  coin  if  a  good  price  is  realized.  The  publicity 

committee  to  handle  this  campaign  will  give  a  great  deal  of 

the  best  kind  of  advertising  for  our  city,  if  we  put  this 

campaign  over  in  real  Titusville  style.  The  advertisement 

•  1  ? 

alone  will  be  worth  the  cost  of  the  1,000  coins. 
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Coin  No.  67  was  sold  to  George  P.  Farrell  for  $140. 


Actually,  Titusville's  quota  had  been  only  500  coins,  but  after 
the  Rotary  Club  had  purchased  the  entire  amount,  the  Kiwanis  Club 
joined  in  with  an  equal  number.  The  coins  were  then  given  to  each  of 
Titusville's  Civil  War  veterans  and  veterans'  widows  as  a  Christmas 


present . 
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Distribution  of  the  coins  in  the  South  was  also  aided  by  large 

companies  such  as  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad,  the  Coca  Cola 

Company,  insurance  companies,  and  banks,  which  bought  the  coins  at 

their  $1  issue  price  and  then  gave  them  away  as  souvenirs  and 
1  4 

premiums.  The  Numismatist  reported: 


Persons  buying  tickets  or  meals  in  dining  cars  on  the 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  are  likely  to  receive  among 

their  change  Stone  Mountain  Memorial  half  dollars,  the 

company  announced  yesterday.  These  coins,  according  to  the 

announcement,  were  purchased  by  the  railroad  at  $1  each  from 

the  Stone  Mountain  Memorial  Association  for  distribution 

1 5 

among  the  company's  patrons. 


Thus,  many  Stone  Mountain  commemorati ves  entered  regular 
circulation.  As  with  any  commemorative,  there  were  some  problems. 
Distribution,  which  was  supposed  to  have  begun  May  1,  1925,  did  not 

actually  begin  until  July  3  (although  some  coins  did  appear, 

1  fi 

apparently  unauthorized,  in  Ohio  during  May) .  And  although  The 

Numismatist  editorialized,  "...  in  our  humble  opinion  it  is  the  most 

pleasing  and  effective  of  any  of  the  half  dollars  since  the  Lincoln 
1 7 

issue..."  not  everyone  agreed.  F.D.  Langenheim  commented: 


My 

is  that 
but  the 
Jackson 
design 
brought 


opinion  of  the  appearance  and  execution  of  the  coin 
it  is  a  poor  piece,  not  so  much  as  to  the  design, 
manner  in  which  it  is  struck.  The  figures  of  Lee  and 
are  very  indistinct,  as  is  also  the  lettering.  The 
of  the  reverse  is  better  than  the  obverse.  Nothing  is 
up  as  it  should  be.  Compared  with  the  memorial  or 
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commemorative  coins  made  in  Europe,  ours  are  far  behind 

1  o 

those,  both  in  design  and  execution. 

But  the  main  problem  for  the  coin  came  from  its  large  mintage. 

Even  before  the  coin  was  issued,  The  Numismatist  pointed  out: 

. . .  For  sentimental  reasons  the  Stone  Mountain  coin  is 
expected  to  have  a  large  sale,  probably  larger  than  any  of 
the  other  commemorative  half  dollars.  No  other  issue  has 
received  so  much  publicity  in  the  daily  press,  due  to  the 
protests  lodged  against  the  design,  the  Borglum  incident  and 
the  unusual  character  of  the  carving  on  Stone  Mountain 
itself.  In  some  form  or  other  this  project  has  reaped  a 
harvest  of  publicity  in  the  past  two  or  three  years. 

But  it  has  been  found  that  there  is  no  wild  scramble 
among  the  public  to  pay  $1  for  a  50-cent  coin,  and  after  the 
first  few  thousand  has  been  disposed  of  to  those  most 
directly  interested  in  some  way  or  other,  it  requires 
considerable  effort  to  dispose  of  them,  especially  after  the 
launching  of  the  project  for  which  they  were  struck  has 
become  stale. 

The  few  figures  given  here  will  show  that,  contrary  to 
popular  belief,  coin  collectors  do  not  absorb  the  issues  of 
commemorative  half  dollars  and  sell  them  at  an  enhanced 
price.  Probably  less  than  2,000  of  any  single  issue  have 
found  their  way  into  the  hands  of  collectors  and  dealers. 

The  margin  of  profit  for  the  dealer  on  such  coins  is  so 
small  that  the  wonder  is  they  handle  them  at  all. 

It  is  reported  that  Secretary  Mellon  is  beginning  to 
frown  on  the  commemorative  issues,  because  the  tendency  is 
to  overestimate  the  demand;  that  many  more  are  struck  than 
are  sold,  and  that  the  mint  is  called  upon  to  melt  a  good 
portion  of  each  issue.  His  objection  seems  to  be  well 
founded . 

Five  million  half  dollars  is  a  large  number,  and  if 

anything  approaching  this  quantity  is  sold,  the  Stone 

1 9 

Mountain  half-dollar  will  be  a  record-breaker. 
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Dealer  Thomas  L.  Elder  added: 


I  don't  think  I  want  to  voice  an  opinion  either  pro  or 
con  as  to  the  Confederate  half  dollar, ,  the  Stone  Mountain 
type.  But  I  would  like  to  reiterate  my  former  opinion  in 
regard  to  all  these  commemorative  coins,  which  is,  that  they 
are  first  offered  at  too  high  prices,  which  always  causes 
them  to  slump  heavily  in  price  afterward,  so  that 
commemorative  half  dollars  at  $1  are  a  very  bad  investment, 
while  gold  dollars  at  $3.00  are  a  still  worse  one.  All 
efforts  to  market  such  coins  at  such  prices,  without 
attendant  reactions,  should  be  discouraged.  Collectors  all 
know  my  stand  about  this.  I  have  written  about  it  for  THE 
NUMISMATIST  until  I  am  tired  harping  on  the  subject.  My  plea 
is:  "Commemorative  half  dollars  at  75  cents;  gold  dollars  at 
$1.50.  No  more . " ^ 

Yet  the  Confederate  Monumental  Association  remained  optimistic. 

Joseph  A.  McCord,  the  Association's  treasurer,  stated,  "The 

association  will  sell  the  first  million  half  dollars  for  $1  each,  and 

21 

it  reserves  the  right  to  sell  the  remainder  at  a  higher  price."  And 

although  the  group  tried  to  encourage  early  sales  by  threatening  to 

22 

raise  the  price  to  $2  on  April  15,  1926,  as  early  as  October,  1925, 

Ambrose  J.  Brown,  a  dealer  in  Massachusetts,  was  offering  Stone 

23 

Mountains,  uncirculated,  for  75c  each. 

In  the  end,  the  program  was  a  mild  success,  if  not  the 
blockbuster  originally  planned.  The  association  ended  up  disposing  of 
1,310,000  coins,  a  figure  which  may  have  caused  disappointment  among 
its  members,  but  which  made  the  Stone  Mountain  the  second  most  popular 
commemorative,  in  terms  of  net  mintage,  up  to  its  time. 

And  it  has  left  us  one  of  the  most  interesting  stories  in  all  of 
United  States  numismatics. 
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Thank  you  Charles  for  an  excellent  article.  I'm  sure  our  members  will 
enjoy  reading  it,  as  I  did. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 
THE  LONG  AND  THE  SHORT  -  IN  THIS  INSTANCE! 

From  Society  Member  Sheldon  D.  Siegel  ( N J ) 

Dear  Mr.  Commem:  There  are  several  questions  that  I  would  like  you  to 
answer,  if  possible.  The  first  deals  with  the  triangles  on  the 
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Hawaiian  half  dollar.  What  do  they  represent?  My  next  question 
itself  with  the  obverse  of  the  Delaware.  Its  original 
distributing  holder  tells  me  that  the  ship  side  is  the  obverse.  Others 
say  this  is  not  so.  Which  is  it?  The  last  question  deals  with  those 
hefty  prices  being  asked  for  commems  grading  MS-66  and  MS-67. 
Recently ,  a  friend  showed  me  a  plastic  encased  blazing  MS-67 
Connecticut.  The  eagle  side  revealed  an  obvious  wavy  reed  mark  on  the 
leg  and  six  small  bay  marks  on  the  bird.  I  told  him  this  was  no  67 
coin  in  my  opinion,  especially  for  $2,500  .  Are  they  really  worth  that 
kind  of  money? 

Let  us  answer  the  third  question  first,  Sheldon.  If  the  coins  are 
properly  graded,  a  MS-67  Connecticut  is  worth  $2,500  and  more  in  my 
opinion.  Remember,  that  by  January,  1985  when  grading  standards  became 
so  strict,  a  coin  grading  MS-65  would  have  to  be  so  close  to  wonderous 
(MS-66),  if  not  a  wonder  coin  (MS-67),  in  order  to  bring  MS-65  money. 
Grading  standards  have  now  loosened  because  there  is  not  enough  of 
such  material  available.  Thus,  I  would  be  aware  of  any  item  graded 
MS-66  or  MS-67.  The  described  Connecticut  would  receive  a  grade  of 
MS-64+  or  high  end  64  by  my  standards,  based  on  the  marks  described. 
They  should  not  be  present  for  the  grade.  Its  value?  Possibly  between 
$750-$l,100.  What  counts  is  that  the  coin  and  listed  grade  are  in 
harmony . 

At  a  recent  N.Y.  coin  show,  a  client  offered  me  the  following 
professionally  graded  coins:  A)  One  MS-67  Isabella  25c  @  $6,900;  B) 
One  MS-67  Grant  No  Star  @  $4,100;  C)  One  MS-67  Stone  Mountain  @ 
$2,500,  and  D)  One  MS-66  Delaware  @  $3,900.  Although  we  all  are  aware 
that  anyone  has  the  prerogative  to  charge  what  they  wish,  these  prices 
made  me  stop  in  my  tracks. 

Inspection  revealed  a  small  nick  on  the  bridge  of  the  Queen's  nose,  as 
well  as  on  the  central  jewel  of  her  crown.  Such  a  coin  should  not 
flaunt  a  MS-67  grade,  but  a  truthful  MS-64+  or  low  end  MS-65  rating.  A 
fair  buy  price  would  be  in  the  $  2 , 500-$ 2 , 800  range.  Would  not  advise 
paying  more  than  $3,600! 
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Understand,  that  we  have  a  situation  here  where  someone  who  is  not 
that  knowledgeable  and  has  encountered  few  quality  ISABELLAS, 
envisions  the  offering  as  a  bargain  or  real  find.  He  or  she  believes 
the  coin  is  easily  worth  double  the  asking  price.  Sold  at  $3,600!  (If 
ignorance  is  bliss,  they  must  feel  good  all  the  time!). 

Another  may  be  aware  the  coin  is  worth  $2,800  .  Purchase  will  be  made 
because  the  specimen  is  eyeappeal ing .  So  are  his  or  her  visions  of 

grand  profits  at  sale  time,  to  those  investors,  collectors  or  dealers 
who  have  less  knowledge  or  who  believe  that  because  they  paid  a  high 
price,  the  coin  automatically  can  cure  cancer. 

What  about  the  GRANT  NO  STAR,  you  ask?  There  were  several  surface 
problems  which  should  NOT  be  seen  on  this  $4,100  specimen.  Like  where? 
Try  his  portrait.  For  this  price,  I'd  like  to  see  him  wave  to  me  from 
the  log  cabin's  window  or  see  dandruff  on  his  collar.  Real  value 
$900-$l , 100 . 

The  STONE  MOUNTAIN  was  thin  on  appeal.  (Had  as  much  of  the  latter  as  a 
frankfurter  cooking  on  a  revolving  grill  for  several  hours.)  Also 

sported  two  small  hits  on  the  reverse  eagle.  I'd  like  to  hear  Lee  and 
Jackson  sing  Happy  Trails  to  You...  if  $2,500  was  required  for 

acquisition.  Were  I  forced  to  sell  such  a  coin  -in  or  out  of  its 

holder-  $400  would  be  too  much  to  ask. 

Let  us  forget  the  DELAWARE,  as  it  too  would  never  glow  in  the  dark.  At 
the  least,  those  ill-advised  will  overpay  by  $2,500!!! 

Do  you  see  any  parallelism  or  analogy  between  the  following:  unmined 
silver  and  brains  without  education? 

By  the  year  2020,  the  owner(s)  of  the  aforesaid  might,  break-even. 
However,  as  noted,  any  individual  has  the  privilege  of  offering  his  or 
her  material  at  their  selected  prices,  no  matter  how  high  -or  low! 

It's  up  to  the  buyer  to  be  aware!  To  me,  its  a  case  of  a  dealer 
drastically  overpaying,  then  outrageously  overcharging!  Who  then,  is 
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the  real  winner?  What  happens  if  the  grade  listed  on  the  certificate 
or  residing  in  slab,  doesn't  come  up  to  par  with  the  coin?  Will  the 
seller  blame  the  grading  service?  What  do  you  think?  I  believe  the 
dealer  should  know  the  real  grade  of  what  is  purchased  -especially  at 
current  strict  grading  standards-  and  stand  behind  it.  Can't  he  or  she 
grade  for  themselves?  If  not  -LEARN! 

What  do  you  think  would  be  this  dealer's  response  in  this  situation, 
to  his  or  her  customers??? 

A  recently  graded  coin  holder  flaunts  a  designation  of  MS-66  or  MS-68. 
Upon  examining  the  item,  awareness  indicates  the  coin  should  have  a 
retail  value  of  $1,000  -but  is  worth  only  $425.  Why?  It  is  overgraded! 
If  lacking  ethics,  etc.,  and  purchased,  the  coin  will  be  sold  for 
$1,000.  Should  the  dealer  not  know  how  to  grade,  a  price  of  $900  can 
be  paid,  with  the  coin  being  offered  for  $1,400. 

The  uninformed  buyer  shortly  crosses  paths  with  those  who  are  aware. 
He  is  informed  of  the  problem. 

Upon  confronting  the  seller,  the  response  would  be: 

A)  Blame  the  grading  service,  claiming  no  responsibility,  since  they 
graded  the  coin.  (True!  but  who  made  the  purchase?). 

B)  Place  it  in  auction  (where  the  coin  will  bring  $400!). 

C)  "Cannot  use  it  at  this  time!  Too  many  in  stock."  ("But  the  total 
mintage  is  only  three!!!"  -  the  buyer  exclaims.) 

D)  It  developed  AIDS,  therefore  I  don't  want  to  touch  it  -even  with 
rubber  coin  gloves! 

D)  All  of  the  above. 

You  have  25  seconds  to  answer.  It  appears  that  the  most 
under-developed  territory  in  the  world  today  is  between  man's  ears? 
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Now  to  answer  your  other  interesting  questions,  Sheldon. 

Those  eight  (8)  triangles  represent  the  eight  largest  islands  in  the 
Hawaiian  group.  Behind  Capt .  Cook's  shoulder  is  Chester  Beach's 
circular  monogram  -and  not  an  additional  volcanic  mass,  as  some  tyro's 
believe . 

According  to  a  U.S.  Treasury  report  (1937),  the  Old  Swedes  Church  is 
listed  as  the  obverse.  Your  original  holder  claims  the  opposite,  as 
does  the  Fine  Arts  Commission  Report  of  1939.  Treasury  reports  have 
been  incorrect  at  times,  in  the  past.  Hopefully,  by  the  next  issue  of 
the  Trail,  my  journey  to  the  Smithsonian  will  shed  some  light  on  the 
subject.  Until  then,  I  hope  Society  members  not  loose  much  sleep  over 
the  question  of  what  is  the  correct  obverse  or  reverse. 

From  Society  Member  Frank  Cowles,  Jr.  (NC) 

Dear  Editor:  As  an  amateur  collector/investor,  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
knowledeable  members  to  say  what  one  coin  they  would  choose  for  best 
potential  appreciation.  This  should  be  of  interest  to  beginners  like 
myself,  to  tap  the  reservoirs  of  knowledge  of  our  members. 

Dear  Frank:  It  is  not  the  policy  of  the  Commemorative  Trail  to  offer 
pure  investment  information.  I'll  bring  the  question  to  the  attention 
of  our  Officers  at  our  next  meeting  in  St.  Louis.  Let's  see  what 
happens ! 


COUNTERFEIT  SPANISH  TRAIL  SURFACES 
AT  MICHIGAN  STATE  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY  CONVENTION 

By:  Steven  Zsenay 

While  in  attendance  at  the  Michigan  State  show  April  10-11-12  in 
Lansing,  Mich.,  I  was  photographing  diagnostics  of  genuine  U.S. 
Commemorati ve  coins  for  my  on  going  research  and  writing  on  coin 
authenticity  and  counterfeit  coin  detection.  Ed  Hill  of  Susies  Coins 
from  Elkhart,  In.  allowed  me  to  photograph  some  of  his  U.S. 
Commemorative  Coins.  After  several  photos,  Ed  was  telling  me  about  a 
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high  quality  counterfeit  Spanish  Trail  he  purchased  about  2  years  ago 
from  a  dealer  in  Illinois.  Before  purchasing  it,  he  showed  it  to  a  few 
dealers  in  which  they  all  agreed  it  was  not  one  of  the  old  style 
counterfeits  with  the  depression  above  horns  of  the  cow's  head  on 
obverse,  as  pictured  in  the  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver  and  Gold 
Commemorative  Coins  by  Swiatek  and  Breen.  There  was  talk  about  this 
coin  being  a  possible  first  strike  do  to  its  overall  surface 
appearance . 

So  Ed  Hill  agreed  to  send  me  the  coin  to  photograph  to  expose 
this  newly  surfaced  counterfeit  Spanish  Trail,  and  present  it  to  the 
numismatic  community. 

On  Sunday,  about  mid-morning,  I  was  walking  around  the  bourse 
floor  looking  for  something  to  photograph,  when  Jack  Russell  of  J's 
Coins  &  Stamps  out  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich,  looked  me  up.  I  stopped  and  ask 
Jack  how  Kalamazoo  has  been  treating  him?  He  replied,  "I  bought  a  bad 
deal  that  came  into  the  store,  before  leaving  for  the  Michigan  State 
show."  He  reaches  into  his  pocket  and  pulls  out  a  Spanish  Trail,  an 
exact  duplicate  of  the  counterfeit  coin  Ed  Hill  purchased  2  years  ago. 

Jack  informed  me  he  purchased  it  from  a  vest  pocket  dealer  with 
Illinois  plates  on  his  car.  Jack  let  me  borrow  his  coin  to  photograph. 
After  examining  it,  I  noticed  a  few  blemish's  in  the  field,  the  color 
of  coin  is  not  right  for  a  Spanish  Trail.  It  looks  more  like  a  1982 
George  Washington  Commemorative  coin  made  of  40%  silver.  (90%  A.S.) 
The  weight  is  exactly  the  same  as  a  genuine  Spanish  Trail  -12.5  grams. 
I  was  however,  unable  to  perform  a  specific  gravity  test  on  the  coin 
to  determine  its  metal  content. 

Bill  Brown  of  Bill  Brown  Coins,  Luther,  Mich.,  let  me  borrow  his 
genuine  Spanish  Trail  to  Photograph  a  side  by  side  comparison  of  this 
counterfeit  and  genuine  coin. 

The  only  known  publishing  of  this  counterfeit  was  done  by  ANACS 
in  the  Feb.  1984  issue  of  the  Nusmismatist ,  pages  288-291.  They  also 
show  counterfeits  of  this  type  for  1915-S  Panama  Pacific  half,  1925 
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Fort  Vancouver  half  dollar,  1921  Missouri  half  dollar,  1928  Hawaiian 
half  dollar  and  1935  Hudson  half  dollar. 


So  be  carefull  of  purchases  in 


this  area  of  U.S.  Commems. 


A  big  thank  you  to  Jack,  Ed 
helping  Steven  make  this  article 
wonderful  photographs  of  numismatic 


and  Bill  for 
possible  and 
enlightenment . 


their  assistance  in 
to  Steven  for  his 


Genuine  and  counterfeit  Spanish  Trail:  Obverse  and  Reverse.  Genuine  coin  on  your 
left.  Notice  the  brightness  on  the  counterfeit  to  your  right,  the  genuine  coin  has 
more  of  a  natural  color  to  it.  The  weight  on  both  coins  is  the  same, 12. 5  grams. 
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Counterfeit  obverse  head  of  cow  where  the  cow's  Almost  all  genuice  Spanish  Trails  have  two  very  fine 

head  meets  the  field  are  raised  pimples  on  the  die  polish  marks  raised  in  the  field  extending  from 

coin's  surface.  Key  West  Florida  into  field  of  coin. 
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Counterfeit  Spanish  Trail  -  roughness  in  field  Counterfeit  Spanish  Trail  -  rounded  letters  in  motto 

on  reverse  semi-deep  scratches.  no  die  polish  marks  in  the  field. 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  When  encountered  in  the  past,  this  spurious  Spanish 
Trail,  as  well  as  those  issues  mentioned  herein,  exhibited  the 
following  abnormal  characteristics:  A)  They  looked  too  unnatural  for 
their  respective  creations.  In  other  words,  due  to  die  preparation, 
genuine  "offspring"  could  not  possess  the  surfaces  seen  on  these 
coins.  We  all  would  like  to  behold  an  almost  semi-proof like  or 
mirror-like  Hawaiian,  Spanish  Trail,  Pan  Pac,  etc.,  even  if  present  on 
one  side.  Unfortunately,  the  latter  were  not  created  in  this  manner. 
Definite  impostors;  B)  The  silver  color  was  always  darker  or  not  as 
silvery  bright  when  compared  to  a  genuine  coin.  It  closely  resembled 
the  unc  Kennedy  half  dollars  struck  for  circulation  purposes  between 
1965  and  1969.  Earlier  counterfeits,  as  pictured  in  the  Encyclopedia 
were  darker  in  color  (See  pages  #178-179  ).  The  exceptions  being  the 
Cincinnati,  Antietam  and  Missouri  no  star  or  plain;  C)  These  coins 
would  almost  always  grade  MS-64  or  higher! 

LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  CARDS  FINALLY  MAKE  AN  APPEARANCE! 

By:  Ray  Mercer 

Contrary  to  popular  belief,  there  IS  such  a  thing  as  a  Society 
Life  Membership  Card!  After  a  long  delay,  these  majestic,  metallic 
delights  have  finally  made  their  welcome  appearance  and  now  grace  the 
personal  possessions  of  our  lucky  Life  Members.  Although  the  finished 
design  was  submitted  by  Jan  Mercer,  our  graphics  consultant,  to  the 
manufacturers  back  in  February,  it  wasn't  until  July  that  we  received 
delivery!  However,  they  are  NOW  in  the  hands  of  the  faithful  and  we 
would  like  to  thank  all  our  Life  Members  for  their  kind  patience  in 
this  important  matter! 


Welcome  New  Life  Members 

Thomas  C.  Caldwell  (LM-27,  MA)  and  Richard  N.  Nachbar  (LM-29,  NY). 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  welcome  Tom  and  Richard  to  our 
Life  Membership  ranks.  They  just  go  to  prove  that  Life  Membership  in 
our  Society  is  definitely  an  honor  and  a  great  asset  to  be  enjoyed  for 
many  years  to  come.  With  this  in  mind... 
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Would  You  Like  To  Be  LM-28? 


As  of  press  time,  LM-28  is  still  up  for  grabs  and  will  be  issued 
on  a  "first  come  -  first  serve"  basis.  To  get  in  on  the  action  and 
receive  a  lifetime  of  Society  benefits  (including  our  great  "gold" 
membership  card) ,  simply  send  your  check  for  $350  to  our  club 
Secretary  for  her  consideration. 

Flash  -  Society  Membership  Rebounds  To  1,144! 

Gadzooks!  You  can't  keep  a  great  organization  down  and  with  YOUR 
help  we  have  regained  an  all  time  high!  As  you  know,  the  constant 
influx  of  new  ideas,  funds,  and  experience  are  the  life  blood  of  ANY 
club.  Since  we  chatted  last  issue,  over  100  new  people  have  swelled 
our  ranks  and  we  are  steadily  steaming  towards  the  1,200  mark!  Can 
1,500  be  far  ahead?  However,  these  100+  new  members  didn't  pop  out  of 
the  wishing  well  overnight,  so  it's  time  to  thank... 

The  Chief  Headhunters  For  This  Quarter 

TEN  or  more:  Robert  Ball  (35)  and  Helen  &  Don  Carmody  (24). 

FIVE  or  more:  Bob  Colby  (7),  Chip  Gambino  (5),  Paul  Green/KRAUSE 
PUB.  (8),  Jan  &  Ray  Mercer  (8),  Ed  Mulhausen  (6),  and  Bob  Wilhite 
/KRAUSE  PUB.  (6). 

TWO  or  more:  Charlie  Boyd  (2),  Tom  Culhane  (3),  Pat  Davis  (2), 
Jack  Ehrmantraut  (4),  and  George  Nusloch  (2). 

ONE  or  more:  Ray  Atkinson,  William  E.  McCardell,  Jr.,  Thomas  K. 
Dorsa,  Steele  Eunson,  John  Flitter,  Tim  Gabriel,  Michael  K.  Garofalo, 
Earl  R.  Glenn,  Maxwell  Greenhouse,  Steve  Innarelli,  Timothy  F. 
Mierzwa,  William  Mueller,  Phil  Rosso,  Robert  A.  Sandefur,  David 
Snider,  William  Stein,  Michael  Wagoner,  Jeffrey  White,  and  Randall  R. 
White. 
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A  big  round  of  applause  is  due  these  active  recruiters  for  taking 
the  time  to  see  that  our  your  organization  stays  healthy  and  strong! 

Their  wide  diversity  certifies  a  solid  grassroots  effort  to  help 
promote  our  club.  However,  the  work  doesn't  end  with  this  quarter  as 
membership  drives  are  a  weekly  necessity!  Why  not  take  a  moment  of 
YOUR  TIME  and  sign  up  a  new  member  today? 


A  VERY  SPECIAL  Thanks  To  Top  Recruiters 
-  Bob  Ball  &  Helen/Don  Carmody! 


One  of  the  reasons  why  we  bounced  back  in  membership  rolls  can  be 
attributed  to  Bob  Ball  (R-157,  RI )  and  his  generous  COIN  WORLD  ad! 
Thank  goodness  there  are  people  like  Bob  to  lend  a  helping  hand  - 
especially  when  you  really  need  it  most!  Of  course,  what  more  can  I 
say  about  our  seemingly  tireless  Helen  &  Don  (R-7  &  R-8,  CA)?  There's 
no  doubt  about  it,  they  are  our  all  time,  CHIEF  headhunters  and  are 
PERSONALLY  responsible  for  signing  up  almost  a  THIRD  of  our  total 
membership!  Thank  you  people  -  YOU...  we  don't  know  what  we'd  do 
without  you ! ! ! 


Back  Issues  Available  Soon! 


For  those  who  have  been  hungry  for  back  issues  of  TCT  and  its 
forerunner,  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  HOTLINE,  a  special  main  course  is  being 
prepared  especially  for  your!  Our  volunteer  chef,  Sheldon  D.  Siegel 
(R-987,  NJ )  is  waiting  to  do  his  part  as  distributor. 


Donations!  How  we  love  you,  how  we  love  you.. 


Gordon  Paul  Owens  (R-350) 


$  70.00 


David  Garrett  (R-565) 
J.  Provost  (R-991) 
Charles  Ricard  (R-80) 


15.00 

10.00 


5.00 


Ray  Mercer  (R-20) 
Jim  Whelan  (R-945) 


100.00 


100.00 


Thank  you  all,  we  appreciate  your  generosity.  Your  Editor. 
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THE  S.U.S.C.C.  AUCTION 

(To  be  held  at  the  FUN  1988  Meeting  in  Florida!) 
"Our  Offerings;  Their  Donators!" 


A)  1970  Stone  Mountain  Confederate  Memorial  1-1/2"  bronze  medal. 
Obverse  depicts  the  equestrian  figures  of  Davis,  Lee  and  Jackson, 
Stone  Mountain,  (date)  1970  and  border  inscriptions.  Reverse 
presents  the  American  and  Confederate  flags,  background  Mountain 
and  border  inscriptions.  Beautiful  work  of  art.  Donated  by  Brad 
Karoleff.  Suggested  Bid:  $10+ 

B)  1915  Panama  Pacific  Int.  Expo  1-1/2"  copper  medal.  Holed,  since 
once  accompanied  by  a  ribbon.  Obverse  depicts  a  worker  about  to 
hammer  a  metal  object  into  shape  on  an  anvil.  Inscription  in 
lower  field.  Reverse  flaunts  the  large  date  1915  in  center  of 
field  surrounded  by  large  border  inscription.  Also  donated  by 
Brad  Karoleff.  Suggested  Bid:  $5+ 

C)  A  Buyer's  Guide  -  To  Grading  and  Minting  Characteristics  of 
Commemorative  Coins,  Volume  Two.  Autographed  and  donated  by  our 
past  editor,  Ray  Mercer.  Suggested  Bid:  $15+ 


D)  1915  Panama  Pacific  Int.  Expo  copper  medal  1-1/2".  Obverse  shows 
an  Indian  chief  with  related  small  peripheral  inscriptions. 
Reverse  reveals  a  seated  Minerva  with  bear  at  side  within  a 
circle,  superimposed  on  the  rays  of  the  rising  sun.  The 
inscription,  Souvenir  Penny  of  California  is  seen  in  the  lower 
field.  Lovely  medal.  Donated  by  Patrick  J.  Dougherty.  Suggested 
Bid:  $8+ 


E) 


1904  Louisiana  Purchase  Official  1-1/4"  Expo  Show  medal.  (HK 
302).  Yellow-bronze,  circulated.  Holed,  as  once  accompanied  by  a 
blue,  red,  white  and  yellow  ribbon.  Obverse  depicts  the  conjoined 
busts  of  Jefferson  and  Napoleon  along  with  border  inscriptions. 
Reverse  pictures  a  map  of  our  nation,  with  an  outline  of  the 
purchased  land  area.  Also  border  inscriptions  and  key  dates. 
Donated  by  Gloria  Peters  (R-1169).  Suggested  Bid:  $6+ 
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F)  1925  Battle  of  Lexington  150th  Anniversary  1-1/4"  silver  plated 
medal.  Obverse  exhibits  the  Minuteman,  anniversary  dates,  beveled 
border  and  inner  field  inscriptions.  Reverse  presents  an  upper 
field  torch,  field  inscriptions  olive  branches  along  with 
anniversary  dates.  Donated  by  our  past  editor,  Ray  Mercer. 
Suggested  Bid:  $6+ 

G)  1893  Columbian  Expo  admission  tickets  and  Caxton  envelope. 
Tickets  are  new  and  crisp  unc.  Donated  by  Eric  Carlson  (R-154). 
An  opportunity  to  purchase  these  most  desirable  items  on  an 
individual  basis: 

1.  Manhattan  Day  Ticket  with  attached  stub.  Suggested  Bid  $10+ 


2.  Chicago  Day  "  "  "  10+ 

3.  General  Day  of  Sale  Admission  Ticket  "  4+ 

4.  Children's  Special  Admission  Ticket  (No  Child's  day)  "  4+ 

5.  Columbus  American  Bank  Note  Co.  15+ 

6.  Washington  "  "  15+ 

7.  Indian  "  "  15+ 

8.  Lincoln  "  "  15+ 

9.  Franklin  "  "  25+ 

10.  Handel  "  "  25+ 

11.  Caxton  envelope  with  some  edge  tears.  Seldom  offered.  10+ 


Most  of  the  above  items  are  pictured  on  Page  72  of  the 
Encyclopedia,  offered  as  lot  #H,  below. 

H)  The  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver  and  Gold  Commemorative  Coins 
1892-1954.  Desired  low  numbered  edition  (#35).  Donated  by  your 
editor,  Anthony  Swiatek.  Suggested  Bid:  $35+ 

Should  our  offerings  entice  you,  please  mail  your  bid  to  our 
Secretary:  Cindy  Mohon,  SUSCC  14252  Culver  #490,  Irvine,  CA  92714. 

In  the  event  of  a  mail  bid  tie,  the  envelope  with  the  earliest 
post  mark  will  be  the  "fortunate  one!"  By  the  way,  the  aforementioned 
listing  no  doubt  will  be  expanded  as  more  donations  arrive.  You  shall 
be  informed! 
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*********** 


"EDUCATIONAL  FORUM  AT  THE  FUN  MEETING" 


Speakers:  Maurice  Rosen  will  address  "Today's  Grading  Renaissance." 

Anthony  Swiatek  will  give  a  sermon  on  "The  Birth  of  Our 
Commemorative  Coinage."  (The  Columbian,  Isabella  and 
Lafayette  creations  will  be  discussed.  A  question  and  answer  session 
will  follow.  Try  to  be  there.  It  should  prove  to  be  most  enlightening 
and  possibly  heated!  Personally  believe  grading  standards  cannot  be 
made  so  strict  or  set  on  the  loose  at  the  whim  of  the  marketmakers . 
Come  voice  your  opinion! 

*********** 


W  H  O  AM  I  ? 

By:  Anthony  Swiatek 

1)  The  Society  for  United  States  Commemorative  Coins  was  founded  in: 

A)  1982 

B)  1983 

C)  1984 

D)  1981 

2)  I  was  the  very  first  commemorative  coin  to  be  designed  by  TWO 
different  engravers.  My  name  is: 

A)  1892  Columbian  50c. 

B)  Panama  Pacific  $2-1/2  gold 

C)  Panama  Pacific  $1  gold 

D)  1900  Lafayette  $1 

3)  I  was  the  first  commemorative  dollar  created  for  our  nation.  The 
following  person  designed  me: 

A)  Paul  W.  Bartlett 

B)  Jean  A.  Houdon 
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C)  Charles  Barber 

D)  George  T.  Morgan 

The  Philadelphia  Mint  struck  our  first  commemorative  coin,  the 
World's  Columbian  half  dollar  on: 

A)  October  19,  1892 

B)  November  19,  1892 

C)  December  18,  1892 

D)  October  18,  1892 

I  have  the  honor  of  being  that  first  living  person  to  be 
portrayed  on  U.S.  commem  coinage.  My  name  is: 

A)  William  McKinley 

B)  Marquis  de  Lafayette 

C)  Thomas  E.  Kilby 

D)  William  Wyatt  Bibb 

I,  your  29th  President,  was  supposed  to  have  my  rememberance 
preserved  on  a  commemorative  coin.  My  name  did  appear  on  the 
plaster  model  reverse,  but  was  dropped  from  the  final  design.  My 
name  is: 

A)  Woodrow  Wilson 

B)  Herbert  Clark  Hoover 

C)  W.  Gamaliel  Harding 

D)  Theodore  Roosevelt 

I  was  the  first  U.S.  commem  to  be  released  with  a  Royal  Crown  as 
part  of  the  coin's  design.  Collectors  know  me  as  the: 

A)  Maryland 

B)  Norfolk 

C)  Isabella 

D)  Huguenot 

E)  None  of  the  above. 

I  have  the  honor  of  being  the  only  foreign  sovereign  to  be 
depicted  on  a  commem.  My  name  is: 

A)  King  Gustavus 
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B)  Marquis  de  Lafayette 

C)  Queen  Isabella 

D)  Count  Raymond  Mercer 

E)  None  of  the  above. 

9)  I  am  also  a  foreign  ruler  who  is  portrayed  on  U.S.  commemorative 
coinage.  Technically  qualifying,  my  name  is: 

A)  Stephen  F.  Austin 

B)  Marquis  de  Lafayette 

C)  Don  Carmody 

D)  Sam  Huston 

E)  None  of  the  above. 

10)  My  face  value  was  only  50c.,  but  I  was  purchased  for  $10,000!!! 
You  know  me  as  the: 

A)  Lincoln 

B)  Isabella 

C)  Columbian 

D)  La.  McKinley 

E)  La.  Jefferson 


I  thought  it  would  be  more  fun  not  to  list  all  the  answers  in 
this  issue.  Why?  If  unsure  one  might  take  the  time  to  discover  the 
solution,  instead  of  simply  looking  at  the  answer  key.  On  second 
thought,  let  us  list  them.  Answers:  1)  B;  2)  A);  3)  C);  4  A) ;  5)  C;  6) 
C;  7)  C;  8)  C;  9  D;  10  C. 

Truly  hope  you  have  enjoyed  this  issue  of  the  Commemorative 
Trail.  An  outrageous  amount  of  time  was  devoted  -between  my  wife 
Gloria  and  your  editor-  to  making  it  a  reality. 

Would  also  want  to  express  my  gratitude  to  all  who  sent  in 

material 

Happy  trails  to  you,  until  we  meet  again! 
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